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Sweet Child Solos 
by artist-in-residence Mark Tribe 

 
PERFORMANCE 

 19 JANUARY 2010, 7PM -11PM 
 

INSTALLATION 
 21 JANUARY 2010 – 31 JANUARY 2010 

 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
 
 
LACE is pleased to present Sweet Child Solos, a new performance/ installation by artist-in-resident 
Mark Tribe. The performance on Tuesday 19 January 2010 will feature several guitarists playing 
instrumental covers of "Sweet Child o' Mine" by Guns N' Roses and result in a new work to debut at 
LACE on Thursday 21 January 2010.   
 
Documenting the various renditions of the classic rock anthem on video, Tribe will composite the 
performance footage with stills of war scenes in Afghanistan. The resulting work will juxtapose two 
realities in the exhibition space and examine our varying definitions of American identity.  This new 
work will utilize large-scale screens and dual-channel projections to once again invite viewers to step 
inside the work and critically examine what they are witnessing.  
 
"I am me and you are you and we are we and we are all together. Corporation t-shirts, stupid bloody 
Tuesday, see how they run? Coming back from Kabul laying in a casket, see how they fly? Something’s 
wrong. The more I want to be me, the more I feel empty. The more I express myself, the more I am 
drained. The more I run after myself, the tireder I get. Meanwhile, we manage. We blog, we rent 
apartments, the latest fashionable crap, relationship dramas, who's hooking up with whom, whatever it 
takes to hold on. All the existential crutches that allow us to keep dragging on, the dependencies we've 
contracted as the price of identity. Where do we go, sweet child, where do we go? Where do we go 
now?"  - Mark Tribe 
 
RELATED EVENTS 
Thursday 21 January 2010 - Guest artist talk with Mark Tribe at CalArts, Valencia. 
 
For details on the residency and/or hi-res images, please contact Shoghig Halajian at 323.957.1777 
ext.17 or sho@welcometolace.org. 
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ABOUT MARK TRIBE: PORT HURON PROJECT 
On view at LACE: 21 October 2009 – 24 January 2010  
 
Mark Tribe: Port Huron Project is video installation that depicts reenactments of historic protest 
speeches of the Vietnam era. Shot on location in Los Angeles, Oakland, and New York, the installation 
features public speeches by Chicano labor leader Cesar Chavez, Angela Davis, then a member of the 
Black Panther Party, and black power advocate Stokely Carmichael. Originally delivered in the late 
60s and 70s, these eloquent speeches remain remarkably relevant today. 
 
The Port Huron Project installation at LACE employs large-scale video projections and multi-channel 
sound to bring these reenactments to life within the exhibition space. This encompassing spectacle 
allows viewers to step inside each scene and feel a part of the reenactment audience, raising questions 
about the changing roles of the media, public space, and the body in political activism. 
 
“The goal was to use the speeches not just as historical ready-mades or conceptual-art explorations of 
context, but also as a genuine form of protest, to point out with the help of art how much has changed, 
yet how much remains the same.” – Mark Tribe 
 

 
Mark Tribe, The Liberation of Our People: Angela Davis 1969/2008, reenactment at DeFremery Park, Oakland; Photo: Rick 
Bronson. Mark Tribe, We Are Also Responsible: Cesar Chavez 1971/2008, reenactment at Exposition Park, Los Angeles; 
Photo: Cesar Garcia. 
 
Last year, LACE teamed up with Creative Time and Mark Tribe to present Cesar Chavez's 1971 
speech We Are Also Responsible at Exposition Park. Documentation of this performance and other 
Port Huron Project reenactments was later screened on campuses, exhibited in art spaces, and 
distributed online as an open-source media. 
 
View We Are Also Responsible: Cesar Chavez 1971/ 2008 at Exposition Park.  
For more information on Port Huron Project, visit www.marktribe.net.  
 
ABOUT MARK TRIBE 
Mark Tribe is an artist and curator whose interests include art, technology, and politics. His work has 
been exhibited at the ZKM Center for Art and Media in Karlsruhe, National Center for Contemporary Art 
in Moscow, and the Park Avenue Armory in New York City as a part of Creative Time’s Democracy in 
America project. He has organized curatorial projects for the New Museum of Contemporary Art, MASS 
MoCA, and inSite_05. He is the co-author, with Reena Jana, of New Media Art (Taschen, 2006). He is 
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Assistant Professor of Modern Culture and Media Studies at Brown University, where he teaches 
courses on digital art, curating, open-source culture, radical media, and surveillance. In 1996, he 
founded Rhizome.org, an online resource for new media artists. He received a MFA in Visual Art from 
the University of California, San Diego in 1994 and a BA in Visual Art from Brown University in 1990. 
He splits his time between Providence and New York City.  
 
ABOUT LACE 
LACE both champions and challenges the art of our time by fostering artists who innovate, explore, and 
risk.  We move within and beyond our four walls to provide opportunities for diverse publics to engage 
deeply with contemporary art.  In doing so, we further dialogue and participation between and among 
artists and those audiences. 
 
ALSO ON VIEW 
I Feel Different and wall-works by Ami Tallman and Jason Yates will also be on view through 31 
January 2010.  For more information on these projects and other LACE Salon Events, visit   
www.welcometolace.org. 
 
LACE (Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions) 
6522 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles CA  90028 
Gallery Hours: Wed - Sun 12 - 6pm, and Fri 12 - 9 pm 
Suggested donation $3, Members free 
 
SUPPORT 
Mark Tribe: Port Huron Project is made possible with the support of Creative Capital and the Visual 
Artist's Network Exhibition Residency, a program of the National Performance Network, whose major 
contributors are the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the Joan Mitchell Foundation, and the 
Nathan Cummings Foundation. For more information, www.npn.web.org. 
 
Additional support for LACE and its programs comes from The Capital Group Companies, Department 
of Cultural Affairs of the City of Los Angeles, Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, The Getty Foundation, 
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Jockey Hollow Foundation, Jerry & Terri Kohl Family 
Foundation, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors through the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission, Morris Family Foundation, National Performance Network, Pasadena Art Alliance, Peter 
Norton Family Foundation, Side Street Projects, Stone Brewing Co., and the members of LACE.    
 

# # # 


