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Laidlaw Lokero Hazardous Waste Facility 

A hazardous waste dump operated by Laidlaw Environmental Services. The 320 

acre facility accepts wastes from petroleum-related industries, such as soils contam

inated by chemicals from extraction and refining operations. 
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Honda Proving Center 

A field test complex, owned by the research and development division of the Honda 

Motor Company. Despite its size, the complex strives to keep a low profile and is 

hard to see from public roads. Facilities include a 7 .5-mile automotive track, assem

bly buildings, and test courses which model the types of roads found in North 

America. 
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Hinds Pumping Plant 

Hinds is the last of five major pumping plants along the Colorado River Aqueduct, 

which is one of the three major aqueducts that bring water to Los Angeles. The 

aqueduct was completed in 1941, and carries water 242 miles from Lake Havasu, 

on the Colorado River, to Lake Matthews in western Riverside County. Each of the 

remote art-deco style pumping stations has a small village to house the operators of 

the facility and their families. 
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Mountain Pass Mine 

Though small by Western mining standards, this mine is the onJy domestic produc

er of "rare earths," a group of minerals used in a wide variety of industries. The rare 

earth samarium is used in the magnets in motors and speakers, including headphone 

eJectromagnets, and another, cerium oxide, is used in television screens. Other rare 

earths are used in gasolines, flourescent lighting, and in medical equipment. 
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Zzyzyx 

Located on the edge of a large dry lake, Zzyzx is the site of a former health resort 

built by an evangelist named Curtis Springer, who advocated physical as well as 

spi.ritual fitness, and sold health products using the soda from the lake. The resort 

was popular until the early l 970's, when Springer was removed bodily from the site 

by the Bureau of Land Management, which claimed that he had never received offi

cial title to the land. The California State University system has taken over the 

resort as a desert ecology study center. 
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Desert View Tower 

A four-story rock tower that overlooks the Anza Borrego Desert. Hand built in the 

1920's by a man named Burt Vaughn, to commemorate pioneers crossing the desert 

to reach San Diego, it is now a gift shop and museum. Next to the tower is a natural 

boulder pile where skulls and animals were carved in the granite by W.T. Ratcliffe, 

a retired engineer, in the l 930's. 
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Otay Mesa Prison Area 

The Richard J. Donovan State Correctional Facility was designed to hold 2,200 

inmates, but has a current population of around 5,500. As with many prisons in the 

state, overcrowding is forcing the use of gymnasiums and recreation areas to house 

prisoners. Also located here, at the end of the road on Otay Mesa, is the East Mesa 

Detention complex, operated by the County and City of San Diego, and a new law 

enforcement training complex built by the FBI, Customs Service, and locaJ police. 
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Fish Creek Mine 

One of the largest gypsum mines in the United States. At one point as much as 10% 

of the nation's gypsum was extracted from this site, which is owned by the U.S. 

Gypsum company. The mining complex is connected to the Plaster City plant by a 

20-mile long narrow gauge rail line.



82 

1uch as 10% 

by the U.S. 

y plant by a 

83 

Plaster City 

This plant at Plaster City is one of the largest gypsum plants in the country, and is 

owned by U.S. Gypsum, a company that manufactures more than half of the dry

waIJ in the United States. The source of the gypsum is the Fish Creek mine. 










































