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10 Art Shows to See in Los Angeles
This December
Daniel T. Gaitor-Lomack’s odes to the detritus of LA, Nancy Lupo’s supernatural benches,
Alan Luna’s erotic metates, 200 artists against normative sexuality, and more.

Matt Stromberg
December 1, 2025 — 6 min read

Alan Luna, Huipiles Colorados (2025) (photo by and courtesy Alan Luna) 
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This December’s picks focus either directly or indirectly on contemporary social

issues, showcasing cultural protest and frameworks for envisioning new

possibilities. Phallus :: Fascinum :: Fascism at The Box, for example, counters

creeping repression with a deliriously inclusive heterogeneity. Horror at Sprüth

Magers features artists who explore revulsion and terror, giving visual form to

the very real sense of dread many of us are experiencing. Daniel T. Gaitor-

Lomack’s assemblages at Night Gallery make poetic use of the discarded objects

from the streets of LA, reflecting the turmoil that has recently engulfed the city.

The inaugural show at La Plaza Projects features Alan Luna’s subversive

engagements with Mexican history and American modernism, while the artists

in A Tender Excavation mine the archive to unearth previously untold

narratives.

Alan Luna: Modernisisimo
La Plaza Projects, 6460 Whittier Boulevard, East Los Angeles, California

Through January 9, 2026
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A Tender Excavation
Luckman Gallery, California State University, Los Angeles, 5151 State

University Drive, El Sereno, Los Angeles

Through February 21, 2026

Mercedes Dorame, "Image 3" from the Living Proof series (2008) (image courtesy the

artist)
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A Tender Excavation assembles a diverse group of primarily US-based artists

who engage with archives to create alternative narratives. Working with family

or historical photographic archives, these artists transform these documents

through collage, paintings, sculpture, or video, offering new perspectives on

migration, diaspora, discrimination, and violence. Through abstraction or

distortion, they draw attention to historical erasure and the instability of

memory. Curated by Selene Preciado and presented by Los Angeles

Contemporary Exhibitions, the exhibition includes Zeynep Abes, Mely

Barragán, Mercedes Dorame, Star Montana, Camille Wong, and others.

Enrique Martínez Celaya: The Sextant
Wende Museum, 10808 Culver Boulevard, Culver City, California

Through October 11, 2026

12/4/25, 12:39 PM 10 Art Shows to See in Los Angeles This December

https://hyperallergic.com/10-art-shows-to-see-in-los-angeles-this-december/ 14/15

https://wendemuseum.org/exhibition/sextant/?ref=hyperallergic.com


11/19/25, 4:52 PM 13ThingsLA: October 29

https://hijinxarts.substack.com/p/13thingsla-october-29?utm_campaign=email-half-post&r=12mwxt&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 1/16

https://substack.com/@shananys
https://substack.com/@13thingsla
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!WSBO!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F062679e6-6844-4a04-8f42-daa075b6590f_1158x687.jpeg


11/19/25, 4:52 PM 13ThingsLA: October 29

https://hijinxarts.substack.com/p/13thingsla-october-29?utm_campaign=email-half-post&r=12mwxt&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 2/16

https://launchla.org/exhibitions/151-eve-wood-andre-yi-temporary-and-opening-reception-saturday-october-11th-6-9pm/overview/
https://hijinxarts.substack.com/p/13thingsla-october-8
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!-mDD!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fa0e5dacb-2173-42d3-9346-1b7081032967_1055x1282.jpeg


11/19/25, 4:52 PM 13ThingsLA: October 29

https://hijinxarts.substack.com/p/13thingsla-october-29?utm_campaign=email-half-post&r=12mwxt&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 7/16

https://welcometolace.org/lace/a-tender-excavation
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!UB0k!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Ff82dc722-e10f-4d95-aae4-7cccee22d296_2048x829.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!Q9FB!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F1d65718a-186a-4483-8737-7d3da4bf1e8a_1200x540.jpeg


Could a Louvre-like heist happen in Los Angeles? L.A. arts and
culture this weekend

If you’re like me, you spent a lot of time over the last few weeks reading about the
unbelievably brazen Louvre museum heist. Not only did it provide a welcome respite
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from obsessing over the destruction of the East Wing, it also supplied an adrenaline
boost for the imagination: Who on earth had the nerve to literally cut through a window
in broad daylight and leap into the world’s most famous museum in order to grab nearly
$102 million worth of crown jewels before escaping on a motor scooter?

My favorite article about the fiasco ran in the Atlantic under the headline “The Louvre
Heist is Terrific,” with the subhed, “Here was a dreamy little crime in which no one
really got hurt.” The French people beg to differ. In many circles, the crime signaled a
glaring national failure. Either way, seven suspects have now been detained by police in
connection with the crime, and we will have answers soon enough — even if nobody will
ever see the jewels again.

The heist seemed ripped from the script of a Hollywood blockbuster — something along
the lines of “Ocean’s Eleven,” starring Vincent Cassel and Omar Sy instead of George
Clooney and Matt Damon. As such, it spawned a paroxysm of frenetic, click-sticky
activity on social and legacy media alike. Newly-minted CBS news chief Bari Weiss
reportedly suggested to staff that they interview “The Da Vinci Code” author Dan Brown
about the heist. And an online platform called Action Network that analyzes odds,
mostly for betting and sports books, released a new U.S. study called “Top 10 Museums
Most Vulnerable to a Heist.”

“The study estimates each museum’s implied probability of a heist, showing how
visibility, value, and public access combine into a theoretical ‘heist appeal.’ It reflects
exposure, not vulnerability. To be clear: we’re not predicting theft. We’re measuring
where culture meets risk,” Action Network explained on its website.

It turns out that in Los Angeles, Getty Center and Los Angeles County Museum of Art
have the most “heist-appeal,” according to the study. The former comes in at No. 4 on
the list, and the latter at No. 7. New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art sits in the top
place, followed by Washington D.C.’s National Gallery of Art.
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The study puts the implied probability of a heist at Getty Center at 3.9%, and gives this
sunny description of the campus, “A hilltop postcard with galleries. Open vistas, bright
courtyards, and art that draws camera phones nonstop, all under movie-worthy
security.”

Movie-worthy security has me thinking: I might write a screenplay featuring a gang of
criminals who make a daring escape on the Getty tram with Titian’s Venus and Adonis.

I’m arts and culture writer Jessica Gelt, planning my next great adventure. Here’s your
arts and culture news for the week.
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A Tender Excavation
Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions presents a group show of artists working from
historical and familial photographic archives to create transformative new stories from
Afro-Latinx, African American, Chinese American, Gabrielino/Tongva Nation, Korean
American, Iraqi American, Latinx, Mexican, Mexican American, Peruvian American,
Thai, Turkish American and Vietnamese American cultures and communities.
Opening reception, 2-5 p.m. Saturday; noon-5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday, through Feb. 21,

2026. Cal State L.A., Luckman Gallery, 5151 State University Drive. theluckman.org

Faye Webster
The Atlanta-based singer-songwriter, backed by the 40-piece Hollywood Bowl
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Los Angeles art exhibitions: the best
shows to see in November 2025
Read our pick of the best Los Angeles art exhibitions to see this month,
from Marylin Minter's hyperrealist style to Sprüth Magers exploring the
‘horror’ genre
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Lace at Luckman Gallery, California State University, Los Angeles, until 21
February 2026

(Image credit: Susu Attar)

Curated by Selene Preciado this exhibit approaches research-based artistic practices
through propositions of alternative histories, bringing together a group of artists
who work with historical and familial photographic archives as a point of departure
to construct new narratives and elicit transformation. Artists featured in the
exhibition include Zeynep Abes, Susu Attar, Jamil G Baldwin, Mely Barragán,
Artemisa Clark, Arleene Correa Valencia, Mercedes Dorame, Prima Jalichandra-
Sakuntabhai, Leah King, Tarrah Krajnak, Heesoo Kwon, Ann Le, Arlene Mejorado,
Star Montana, and Camille Wong.

Land marks
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